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Portable Dressing Blind and Method of Use 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

10 1. Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to portable folding dressing blinds for changing 
clothes at a beach or other site that lacks convenient private facilities. 

15 2. Description of Prior Art 

Prior patents show numerous portable clothes changing blinds made of 
fabric for beach-goers. These range from tents to a curtain enclosure that 
hangs from an umbrella-like hat worn by the occupant. Tents are time- 
20 consuming to erect and fold. They require assembly of frame elements, and 
they often require one or more support poles and/or stakes to be hammered 
into the ground. On the other extreme, a curtain that hangs from the head or 
shoulders of an occupant prevents the occupant from changing any article of 
clothing that goes over the head, such as a shirt, blouse, or some dresses. 

25 

Windy conditions are normal on beaches, and many prior designs provide 
for winds. Provisions include stakes for the lower edges of the fabric and/or 
pockets for ballast such as sand. Stakes are time-consuming and inconvenient 
to install. They are easily lost or left behind. Short stakes are not effective in 
30 loose sand, but long stakes are bulky. Sand ballast is time-consuming to scoop 
and pour into pockets for each set-up, and to pour out for each folding. How- 
ever, if the ballast is permanent, then.the folded blind is heavy and bulky. 
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The fabric of a portable blind can become soiled from lying on the ground, 
from spillage of drinks in a car trunk, etc. It should therefore be easy to clean. 
Any fabric that has sewn-in frame elements or permanent ballast cannot be 
5 washed in a washing machine. Elements such as metal grommets, ties, and 
temporary sand ballast in pockets can make washing more difficult. 

For these and other reasons, none of the prior devices provide a combina- 
tion of fast, convenient set-up and folding; a small, light folded form; stability in 
10 wind; easily washable fabric; and a blind that can be used for all clothes 
changing. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



15 The object of the invention is provision of a portable clothes changing 

blind that is very compact when folded; requires no significant set-up time; is 
wind resistant; machine washable; and has no hinges, ropes, support poles, 
weights, ties, grommets, or stakes. 

20 The above objects are all achieved in a clothes changing blind that is held 

up by a second person for an occupant in the blind. The blind is a fabric enclo- 
sure that is open at the top and bottom, and has four sides. A continuous 
sheath is sewn around the top edges of three sides. Three straight rods are 
inserted into the sheath from one end. The rods are not held to each other 

25 except by the sheath. A support person stands in front of the blind and holds 
up the first and third rods, apart and parallel to each other. Three sides of the 
blind hang from the three respective rods. The fourth side hangs between the 
first and third rods by tension. The fourth side has a flap at the bottom. The 
support person stands on this flap with his or her back to the wind. This pre- 

30 vents billowing and raising of the blind by the wind. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
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FIG 1 is a front upper perspective view of the invention in use, with a 
support person indicated as a stick figure in dashed lines. 

FIG 2 is a perspective view of three rods as they are positioned in the 
sleeve 9 of Fig 1 - not connected to each other except by the 
sleeve. 

FIG 3 is an enlarged perspective view of a top portion of Fig 1 . 

FIG 4 is an enlarged, partially cut-away, perspective view of an end 9a 
of the sleeve 9. 

FIG 5 is a view as in Fig 4 showing insertion or removal of a rod from 
the end of the sleeve. 

FIG 6 is a top view of Fig 1 , less the human figure. 

FIG 7 is a top view as in Fig 6 in a partially folded position. 



FIG 8 is an enlarged top view in a folded state, not showing fabric that 
hangs below the viewed portion or is rolled around it. The top of 
25 side 4 is nested under the top of side 6 and is hidden. 

REFERENCE NUMBERS 

1. First rod 
30 2. Second rod 

3. Third rod 
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4. 


First side 


5. 


Second side 


6. 


Third side 


7. 


Fourth side 


8. 


Foot flap 


9. 


Sleeve 


9a. 


First end of sleeve 


9b. 


Second end of sleeve 


9c. 


Upper closed part or retaining web of sleeve end 


9d. 


Lower entry part of sleeve end 


20. 


Support person 


21. 


Hand of support person 


22. 


Left foot of support person 


23. 


Right foot of support person 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The invention is a blind for changing clothes on the beach. It is made of a 
flexible opaque or light-diffusing material, preferably fabric. The fabric is sewn 

20 into a generally square or rectangular tube with an open top and bottom. A con- 
tinuous sleeve is sewn into the top edge of the fabric around three sides 4, 5, and 
6. Three generally rigid rods 1, 2, and 3 are inserted in the sleeve, forming three 
rigid edges at the top, from which the tube hangs as a closed curtain. The top of 
the fourth side 7 is suspended between the ends 9a and 9b of the sleeve, which 

25 are supported by rods 1 and 3 respectively. A foot flap 8 extends from the bot- 
tom of side 7. 

In operation, a support person stands on the foot flap 8 in a wide stance, 
and holds rods 1 and 3 parallel to each other at head height with enough lateral 
30 force to suspend the fourth side 7 between them. This forms a horizontal U- 
shaped temporary frame of rods, on which the curtain hangs in the shape of a 
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generally square or rectangular tube. A user steps inside this tube before or after 
it is raised, and changes clothes. The foot flap prevents billowing and raising of 
the fabric in a wind. 

5 The rods are preferably not attached to each other, so they are easily folded 

and nested against each other. Fig 7 shows rods 1 and 3 rotated inward against 
rod 2. Rod 1 is nested below rod 3, so it is not visible. The fabric sides and the 
foot flap extend away from the viewpoint in Fig 7, and are not shown. They are 
wrapped around the folded rods to form a compact roll that is only the length of a 

10 rod. Alternately rods 1 and 3 can be rotated to opposite sides of rod 2, folding in 
a collapsed "Z" form. Optionally, the rods can be connected end-to-end in se- 
quence with cord attached between adjacent ends of the rods. 

The sheath 9 can be open at one or both ends 9a and 9b. Preferably, the 
15 opening is provided with a retaining web 9c that blocks the rod from sliding out of 
the sheath. This web preferably covers approximately the upper half of the 
opening. The lower half of the opening has an access slot 9d. The rods are 
easily inserted and removed from this slot, but will not slide out accidentally. This 
design eliminates, buttons, snaps, Velcro, and the like, which take more time to 
20 use, are subject to damage, and are more expensive to produce. 

Another option is to close the end of the sheath completely, and provide an 
access slot about 1 inch from the end of the sheath. The rod can be inserted and 
removed from this slot, but will not slide out accidentally. However, this is less 
25 convenient to use than the preferred design shown. 

As an example of a preferred size and construction, the prototype uses 1/2" 
PVC pipe for the rods, each rod is about 30 inches long, and the fabric enclosure 
is about 72 inches tall. The foot flap is about 8 inches long. The prototype 
30 weighs only about 2.5 lbs., and is fully satisfactory. 



Although the present invention has been described herein with respect to 
preferred embodiments, it will be understood that the foregoing description is 
intended to be illustrative, not restrictive. Modifications of the present invention 
will occur to those skilled in the art. All such modifications that fall within the 
scope of the appended claims are intended to be within the scope and spirit of 
the present invention. 

One example of such a modification is an enclosure as shown, but using 
only two rods, 1 and 3. The sheath can be continuous as shown, or separate 
for each rod. In this embodiment, both the front panel 7 and back panel 9 of 
the enclosure hang between rods 1 and 3 by tension. This configuration is less 
stable than the preferred embodiment using three rods, and is harder for the 
support person to hold in shape, so it is not preferred. As another example of a 
modification, a three-sided enclosure with only two rods could be used. How- 
ever, this is much less roomy than a four-sided enclosure, and is not preferred. 



